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For many years now, Maison Ruinart has committed 
to protecting the environment and fighting climate 
change. The Maison has adopted and promoted 
initiatives throughout its domaine. The most recent 
and disruptive was the ‘second skin’ case, launched 
in 2020: an eco-designed alternative to traditional 
champagne boxes, permitting a 60% reduction in 
greenhouse gases from this packaging.

In the  vineyard — labeled Haute Valeur 
Environemental et Viticulture Durable en Champagne 
(High Environmental Value and Sustainable 
Viticulture in Champagne) since 2014— the Maison 
continues to champion living soils. To date it has 
gone further still, by dedicating the entire 40 hectares 
of the historic Taissy vineyard to a biodiversity pilot 
project carried out with Reforest’Action. The initiative 

distinguishes itself by its size and global approach. It 
attests to the drive to develop this approach in the 
years to come and to share it more widely on the scale 
of the Champagne region.

In December 2021, the Maison began the second 
phase of this multi-year project by planting more than 
6,000 trees and shrubs in the heart of the vineyard. 
This will reshape its physiognomy with an intra-plot 
hedge of nearly 450m between the rows, splitting the 
20-hectare plot in two. Along the road, an avenue
of oak trees will be planted, in line with local urban
planning regulations and the requirements of the
vineyard. At the top of the plot, Ruinart is helping
regenerate the Montbré Forest, the starting point for
the ecological corridors being developed.
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Accompanied by Reforest’Action and scientific 
experts, including from the CIVC and University 
of Reims, Ruinart has deployed an ambitious pilot 
project to foster biodiversity in its Taissy vineyard. 
Based on applying agroforestry techniques to the 
vine, this vitiforestry-inspired approach has been 
facilitated by the proximity of the Fort de Montbré 
Forest.

During the first stage launched in March 2021, 4,775 
trees and shrubs (96% have taken root) were planted 
to form perimeter hedges around the vineyard. In 
December 2021, 6,184 trees and shrubs were planted 
this time in the heart of the plots in the form of 
ecological corridors and biodiversity islands. They 
allow the parcels to be divided up without excessive 
pressure on the vineyard and taking into account its 
management. By planting adapted species in targeted 
places, Ruinart hopes to rebuild a healthy ecosystem 
in the heart of the vineyard, while ensuring optimal 
working conditions for winegrowers.

Between 2021 and 2023, nearly 20,000 trees and 
shrubs will be planted over 4.5 km of hedges and 20 
square metres of wooded islands.

Local species have been favoured to enhance 
biodiversity and offer year-round habitats for fauna 
that supports vine growth, as part of a long-term 
approach. These include hornbeam, hawthorn, 
field maple, wild cherry and sessile oak… These 
species were chosen from a list shared by the 
Champagne Committee and based on the expertise 
of Reforest’Action.

The project also makes it possible to restore the 
harmony and naturalness of the Champagne vineyard 
with its fragmentation and hedges, as it may have as it 
may have existed in the past.

A PILOT PROJECT IN 
VITIFORESTRY
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EXPERTISES IN SERVICE OF 
BIODIVERSITY 

By making 40 hectares of vineyards in Taissy available 
for this project, Ruinart is seeking to study the impact 
of vineyard management using vitiforestry on its 
ecosystems. This project will allow the accumulation 
of scientific data that can be shared throughout the 
Champagne region for the benefit of winemakers who 
would like to adopt this practice. For Ruinart, this is 
one of the most practical and effective solutions and 
effective solutions to combat climate change.

The Maison also supports partner suppliers wishing 
to be part of this process, drawing on the expertise 
of Reforest’Action to design projects adapted to each 
terroir. The first such project will be launched in 2022 
at the Sillery vineyard.

In addition to creating habitats for numerous 
auxiliaries of the vine, these vitiforestry projects 
reintroduce diversity into the heart of the plots 
and create microclimates in the vicinity of these 
plantations. The ambition is thus to develop a more 
resilient vineyard while regenerating the soil, forests 
and wild ecosystems.

One of the most important challenges of the project 
is to measure precisely, with a scientific method, the 
changes the changes brought about by vitiforestry.

In order to build up a baseline database, an important 
inventory campaign on the fauna and flora was 
undertaken. Naturalists carried out various counts 
during this first year 2021 to list all the species present 
in the vineyard. Weather stations have also been 
installed in a row of vines close to the hedge and 
in another row at the same height but without the 
hedge to compare the effect of the microclimate.
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TAISSY, AN IDEAL CONTEXT 
FOR A COMPREHENSIVE 
PROJECT

Maison Ruinart has made chardonnay its emblem. 
But while this grape variety is king on the Côte des 
Blancs, Maison Ruinart nevertheless is rooted in 
the northern hillsides of the Montagne de Reims. 
Chardonnay from the Montagne de Reims offers 
taut, chiseled, and beautifully powerful wines that 
are essential to the assemblage of Maison Ruinart’s 
cuvées.

Sillery to start: This terroir, the best-known, is the 
only Grand Cru chardonnay classified as such so close 
to the city of Reims. The gently sloping vineyard, 
oriented eastward, is still the property of the Ruinart 
family’s descendants. Even today, during each 
harvest, the resulting grapes are delivered entirely to 
the Maison. Tomorrow, Thierry Mure, a descendant 
of the family and owner of these plots, will work with

Ruinart on a project to promote biodiversity in his 
vineyards. 

Taissy next: a few kilometers away, where the 
Chardonnay clusters benefit from exposure to the 
morning sun as they ripen, and derive — from the 
especially chalky limestone soils and subsoils —the 
freshness that is so characteristic of blanc de blancs.

Classified Premier Cru, the Taissy Vineyard has a 
very unique place in the history of Maison Ruinart. 
Referenced as early as 1733 in the archives, the 
purchase of grapes were cited only four years after the 
founding of the oldest Champagne House by Nicolas 
Ruinart.

By initiating this approach to biodiversity in its own 
historic vineyard, the Maison reaffirms its drive to act 
for the excellence of the Champagne region. 
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Born in the Age of Enlightenment, a time of ideas, connection and culture, 
Maison Ruinart was founded in 1729 as the first House of Champagne. 

The Maison’s winemakers are true masters of Chardonnay. Acting in harmony 
with nature, they cultivate and define the signature House style: elegantly 
simple, pleasant to drink cuvées of aromatic freshness, reflecting the grapes’ 
balanced luminosity. 

Believing in the power of art to transform, to connect and to enlighten, Ruinart 
curates elevated cultural experiences. Through the lens of art and creation, the 
Maison fosters a deeper understanding of our links with one another and with 
nature, thus cultivating the joys of living in a more harmonious world.

ABOUT MAISON RUINART
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